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AMS to host international NGO meeting

Computer training for young people in Timor-Leste Eyes on India is coming to MELBOURNEFiji school needs new roof after Cyclone Winston

Marist Solidarity...working in partnership for change.

The stories behind the projects where solidarity matters. solidaritymatters

32 Boys from the Marist Brothers’ Primary 
School Mulivai in Samoa attended an 
intensive reading program during the June 
school holidays. 
See page 2 for the full story.

Marist Solidarity intern Max Aichinger reflectsHoliday reading program in Samoa



This year, Marist Solidarity in Australia has 
supported 15 small-scale local initiatives 
across the Asia-Pacific region, and a further 
two—both music resource projects for Timor-
Leste communities in Laclubar and Baucau—
are soon to commence.

Marist Solidarity works with local young 
people who are initiating positive change in 
their communities. They are typically Marist 
Solidarity’s most motivated and determined 
partners.

They include young men and women, like 
Celestino, from the remote village of Boile, 
which is five kilometres north of Baucau, in 
Timor-Leste, and many others across our Asia-
Pacific region.

Earlier this year, Celestino asked for our 
support to help establish a program to provide 
IT and management training for young 

people in Boile; a small village that receives 
minimal support from government, district 
administration or other non-government 
organisations.

His vision, like many other so-called local 
initiators, is to inspire young Timorese people 
to pursue education despite the many 
challenges they face.

After recently completing management studies 
in Dili, Celestino established a group, which 
includes 10 management and IT students.

Then, with the full support of the local chief, 
the group, which Celestino’s team calls Seeds 
for the Future (SFF), approached Marist 
Solidarity Timor-Leste project manager Brother 
Tony Clark to help transform their vision into 
reality.

Brother Tony and project assistant Sebastiao 
met with Celestino in Boile, and now, just six 

months after the Marist Solidarity projects’ 
team approved the program, it is successfully 
up and running under the management of its 
founders. The young people in Boile are now 
receiving much-needed computer training to 
improve their capacity to study and learn.

Since its establishment, Marist Solidarity has 
worked with a range of young people who 
have initiated small, high-impact projects, 
bringing fresh ideas and relevant perspectives 
to shape communities and support young 
people.

We are committed to the supporting these 
types of programs because they are crucial to 
improving community capacity in developing 
countries through Asia and the Pacific.

From the CEO
Dear Marist Solidarity supporters,

Our Marist project partners in India 
are very grateful to Marist networks 
in Australia for generously supporting 
our ‘Eyes on India’ mid-year appeal.

Thanks to our generous donors, 
we are expanding school and 
social projects, which address the 
ever-present needs of the poor, 
especially in terms of improving 
access to education for children and 
supporting families living HIV/AIDS.

We launched this year’s mid-year 
appeal on June 9 in Brisbane at a 
photographic exhibition we called 
‘Eyes on India’, which featured the 
work of acclaimed photojournalist 
and former Marist student, Conor 
Ashleigh. The exhibition opened 
our eyes to the Australian Marist 
Brothers’ 30-year connection to 
India, especially the region of Tamil 
Nadu. 

Our AMS tagline—Working in 
partnership for change—is at the 
core of all our work and premised on 
local people initiating the projects 
we support, whether they are in India 
or in the other 16 countries, where 
over 120 projects are supported by 
you. 

I trust that this latest edition of 
Solidarity Matters gives you a greater 
sense of the social change you can 
create by partnering with our team 
and local project managers. 

We cherish your interest, 
encouragement and support.

Br Allen Sherry
CEO, Marist Solidarity

Small-scale, community-led initiatives 
expand opportunities for young people MARIST 
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Contact us or visit our website to
support small projects like this today!

Celestino (left) with young 
people at the Seeds for 

the Future headquarters in 
Boile, Timor-Leste.

http://www.australianmaristsolidarity.net.au


In Fiji, sta� and students from the Marist Brothers Primary 
School (MBPS) in Suva are appealing for our support to 
help them continue the recovery following the devastating 
impacts of category-five Tropical Cyclone Winston, which hit 
on February 20.

The cyclone has seriously damaged the roof of the school’s 
Saint Columba building (pictured). It now leaks badly into 
two of the classrooms whenever it rains, and classes have 
to be cancelled. Many students also su�er post-traumatic 
stress every time there is wind and rain. The only option is to 
completely replace the roof.

After Winston, the MBPS community collected and distributed 
essential items to help those in the country’s hardest hit 
areas. At that time, however, MBPS sta� did not realise the 

extent of damage at their own school.

MBPS has requested support from Marist networks in 
Australia to replace the roof, which will ideally take place 
during the Christmas holidays to minimise further disruption 
to classes.

Thanks to the generosity of our Australian donors we have 
assisted the community of Saint Vincent’s Primary School in 
Natovi to rebuild four classrooms and carry out repairs .

Please donate today and help us support our project 
partners in Fiji to raise funds for the new roof.

www.australianmaristsolidarity.net.au

Contact us or visit our website 
to support this project today!

Raising support for a new roof at Marist school in Fiji
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Marist Solidarity’s ‘Eyes on India’ photographic exhibition will 
be showcased at the Marist Centre Melbourne (MCM) on 
Sunday, August 21.

It features the work of acclaimed photographer and former 
St Francis Xavier’s College Hamilton student, Conor Ashleigh, 
who visited four of the Marist Brothers’ communities in India 
last year.

‘Eyes on India’ was held at the Marist Centre Brisbane on June 
9, attracting a crowd of more than 70 supporters.

If you would like to attend the upcoming exhibition at MCM, 
which is located at 1 Dawson Street in Brunswick, please 
RSVP by August 15 to: 

tracey.doublet@marists.org.au or phone (03) 9389 3100.

Eyes on India photo exhibition coming to Melbourne      Please RSVP by August 15

During the June school holidays, 32 boys from the Marist 
Brothers’ Primary School Mulivai in Samoa attended a three-
day intensive holiday reading program.

It followed the success of an initial five-day program, which 
catered for 16 boys and was conducted during the second 
week of the April school holidays.

The reading program was initiated by some of the younger 
Marist Brothers in Samoa, who identified that there was 
a need to do something practical to support students 
experiencing reading di¡culties. 

It was held for two hours each day, and provided students 
with one-on-one and small-group tuition. Students focussed 
on: pronouncing words; using a dictionary to learn the 
meaning of unfamiliar words; practicing vowels and 

consonants; and using phonics to recognise words.

The program was made possible thanks to the generous 
cooperation and support of 14 volunteer teachers, including 
seven Marist Brothers.

The Marist Brothers Primary School Mulivai is located in 
central Apia, the capital of Samoa. It was founded in 1888 
and caters for 670 boys from years one through to eight.

Please visit our website to find out how you can support the 
work of the Marist Brothers in Samoa.

www.australianmaristsolidarity.net.au

Contact us or visit our website to support other 
Marist development projects today!

Holiday program boosts reading confidence in Samoa
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Students from Marist Brothers’ Primary School Mulivai, Samoa, participating 
in reading activities during the three-day holiday program.

As seen here the roof of MBPS has been badly damaged by TC Winston. It 
is no longer watertight and needs to be replaced. 

Major repairs to the cyclone-damaged Saint Vincent’s Primary School in Natovi 
have now been completed, thanks to the generosity of Australian Marist donors.

http://www.australianmaristsolidarity.net.au 
http://www.australianmaristsolidarity.net.au/project/tropical-cyclone-winston-rebuild-fi0009/
http://www.australianmaristsolidarity.net.au 
http://www.australianmaristsolidarity.net.au/projects/


We are pleased to announce that the Australian Marist 
Solidarity (AMS) team in Brisbane will host a meeting of the 
Marist Brothers’ international non-government development 
organisation Fondazione Marista per la Solidarietà 
Internazionale, or FMSI. FMSI translates to Marist Foundation for 
International Solidarity and its headquarters are in Rome. This is 
the first meeting of Marist Solidarity entities in our region.

There are several Marist NGOs in the Asia-Pacific region 
and there are also small solidarity o¡ces or desks within the 
Marist Brothers’ administrative units.

AMS Chief Executive Brother Allen Sherry says, “The focus 
of the meeting is to develop more collaborative regional 

links between Marist aid, development, advocacy and 
volunteering agencies.”

He says that this trend “reinforces a change for Marists and 
reflects their new global thinking about working within poorer 
communities using education to leverage development”.

The meeting will also involve a training component around 
monitoring, evaluation and reporting of projects, which will 
be conducted by an international expert.

The meeting will be held at the Ashgrove o¡ce of AMS from 
October 16-21.

Marist College Canberra graduate from the class of 2014, 
Max Aichinger, has reflected on his two-week experience 
volunteering with the team at Australian Marist Solidarity (AMS) 
in Brisbane, during his recent mid-year university break.

Max says he has developed a passion for international 
development and has a keen interest in business.

Max worked alongside each member at the AMS o¡ce and he 
says, “I was given a diverse and in-depth look into the world of 
international development.”

“I was able to gain valuable insight into aspects such as 
marketing, accounting, communications, project management 
and client relations,” Max says.

He also says that he now realises that what makes the non-
profit world so special and unique is that they are operated by 
amazing people who work with motivation and drive towards 
a better world with love and care of others entirely in the 
forefront of their mind.

“It was a great opportunity to put a face to the work and 
fundraising that makes such an important part of what 
we have done and continue to do within the Marist school 
communities,” he says.

To find out more about internship or volunteering opportunities 
at Marist Solidarity please contact Brother Mark Fordyce on 
(07) 3354 0600.

www.maristvolunteersaustralia.com.au

Visit our website to read about the work of Marists 
across Asia and the Pacific

Australian Marist Solidarity to host international NGO meeting 

Reflections of a solidarity intern
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AUSTRALIAN MARIST SOLIDARITY
The DFAT approved Marist international development 

agency and full member of ACFID. AMS is a signatory 
to the ACFID Code of Conduct. Donations over $2 are tax 

deductible.

MARIST ASIA-PACIFIC SOLIDARITY
The Marist agency supporting education, faith 

formation, Marist Ministry and welfare projects across 
Asia and the Pacific.

MARIST VOLUNTEERS AUSTRALIA
The Marist volunteering arm in Australia offering 

volunteering opportunities across Asia and the Pacific.

www.australianmaristsolidarity.net.au

Marist Solidarity Volunteer Coordinator Brother Mark Fordyce (left) with 
Declan and Peita McClenaghan, and Marist Solidarity Projects Coordinator 
Ashley Bulgarelli (right) at the Marist Centre Brisbane on March 31.

Max Aichinger, right, on his volunteer placement in Sri Lanka. This was the 
experience that initially spurred his interest in international development.

http://www.maristvolunteersaustralia.com.au 
http://www.australianmaristsolidarity.net.au
http://www.australianmaristsolidarity.net.au/submit-a-donation/
http://www.facebook.com/maristsolidarity
mailto:msol%40marists.org.au?subject=Solidarity%20Matters%20Enquiry



