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Dear Brothers, Colleagues and Friends

On Thursday of this week, the second year of the triennial lead-in to the 2017 Marist bicentenary officially begins.  
The “Montagne Year” will give way to the “Fourvière Year”, the commencement date chosen because it was on 23rd 
July 1816 that Marcellin Champagnat, Jean-Claude Colin and ten others climbed up to the ancient Marian shrine at 
Fourvière in Lyon to pledge to form a new religious society they intended to call the “Marists”.   Here in Australia, we 
will delay our transition to the Fourvière Year to the start of the new school year in January next year, when it will 
provide a focus for the theme and resources to be provided to Marist schools.  But let’s anticipate it a little today, 
given the significance of the anniversary.

The group that ascended Fourvière hill on that summer’s morning 199 years ago were filled with the idealism and 
the dreaming that belongs to the young.  They saw a Church that was in need of deep healing and serious rebuilding, 
and they had a plan for how to go about it. At the heart of that plan was mercy.  As we know, next year Pope Francis 
has called for a “jubilee year” of mercy.  How serendipitous for us Marists!  Did someone whisper into the papal ear 
that the Marists’ whole raison d’être is sourced in the God who is mercy and that a Church year by that name would 
dovetail perfectly into their bicentennial celebrations?  Unlikely, but it does work rather nicely for us! Next year’s 
Marist theme here in Australia will bring both events together.  But more of that in six months’ time.

The founding Marists dreamed of a new church, or a new way of being church. Intuitively they eschewed the rigorist 
moral theology of their seminary training.  This did not accord with the God they had come to know in their hearts. 
They saw no future for a church that was punitive in its injunctions, or privileged in its positioning. They aligned 
themselves with the strand of French spirituality and ecclesiology that was of the heart, that taught of an immanent 
God who sought to come alive in the hearts of ordinary people, and impelled them to love. They longed for a church 
centred on this God. They intuited that to build such a church, their priorities in ministry should be to forgive, to 
reconcile, to include, to teach, to nurture, to sow seeds of hope, and to be tireless and selfless in doing so. Their 
model and inspiration was Mary, mother of mercy. They were to be Mary-ists – “Marists”.

For Marcellin, in particular, all this translated into a typically practical way of proceeding: the establishment of schools 
staffed by people who loved their students and believed both in the inherent goodness of all young people and in 
their possibility for growth; who drew on the metaphor of family to build Christian community; who related simply 
and affectively both with people and God. Education and evangelisation were two sides of the one coin for them. 
Importantly, the ends they sought, and the means by which they pursued those ends, were to be in harmony with 
one another. 

The Marists of Fourvière were all ordained men, and young.  The Marists of today are a much wider group – women 
and men, lay and ordained, religious brothers and sisters, single and married, of all ages and circumstances of life.  
Marcellin and the first Marists would have delighted in that, for that was also part of their dream – that their Marist 
spirituality was for all.   

As we approach the bicentenary of the Pledge of Fourvière, let us be mindful not so much of an historical event but 
of what it means for us to name and claim the word “Marist” for ourselves, to be Marist in and for today’s church 
and today’s world. 

Nisi Dominus

Brother Michael Green  fms
NATIONAL DIRECTOR
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NOTICES AND NEWS 

C O M I N G  U P. . .
21 July
23 July
24-26 July
26-28 July
27 July
31 July-2 Aug
3-4 Aug
4 Aug

justLOVE: Hearts Without Borders, Newman College 
Commemoration of the first Marists’ Pledge of Fourvière
Remar Gold Retreat
MSA Biennial Conference, East Melbourne
In the Marist Way, Marist Youth Care
Remar Blue Retreat # 7 QLD
Remar Red Caravel Day # 8 QLD
Formation of Retreat Staff, Mt Maria College Petrie

7 Aug
8-9 Aug
14 Aug
16-19 Aug
20 Aug
20-23 Aug
25 Aug
28 Aug

Red Helm Inservice, Melbourne
Marist Educational Leadership Program, Melbourne 
justLOVE: Hearts Without Borders, Red Bend Catholic College
Footsteps 1: Making Jesus Known and Loved, Mittagong
justLOVE: Hearts Without Borders, Notre Dame  College
Mission Assembly, Mittagong
justLOVE: Hearts Without Borders, Trinity College Beenleigh
justLOVE: Hearts Without Borders, Catholic College Sale

Last month the 2015 Rex Cambrey Education Scholarship was 
presented to Brother Paul Kane (the Brother Visitor to East 
Timor) by Mr Anthony Lennon and Mr Rex Cambrey.  Mr Lennon 
represents the Tony and Gwyneth Lennon Family Trust.
Read More

TONY AND GWYNETH LENNON 
FAMILY TRUST SUPPORT

APPLICATIONS FOR THE MARIST 
PILGRIMAGE 2016 ARE NOW OPEN

          2015 MARIST SOLIDARITY 
DATE CLAIMERS

Brisbane:  Monday 9 November ~ 5.30pm to 7.00pm
Cairns:   Wednesday 11 November ~ 5.30pm to 7.00pm
Sydney:   Tuesday 17 November ~ 5.30pm to 7.00pm
Melbourne:  Sunday 22 November ~ 5.30pm to 7.00pm
Adelaide:  Tuesday 24 November ~ 5.30pm to 7.00pm

LAVALLA MAGAZINE &
CHAMPAGNAT JOURNAL

The latest Lavalla magazine and 
Champagnat Journal can be accessed 

online via the MSA 
website by clicking on 
each image.  
Delivery of hard copies 
to Marist schools 
and centres will 
commence shortly.

Lavalla
The staff journal of

Marist Schools Australia

Volume 21

Number 2

July 2015Lavalla

1

INSIDE

Celebrations at Cairns, Ashgrove and Churchlands

Blessing and Opening of the Montagne Centre, Eastwood

AN INTERNATIONAL MARIST JOURNAL OF CHARISM IN EDUCATION

volume 17 | number 02 | 2015

Inside:

• A North-South Conversation

• Responding to “Laudato Si”

Vocation

Spirituality

Engagement

JULY 2015

Br Paul Kane, Anthony Lennon, Rex Cambrey

Christmas Menu Launch

Fusion of Marist Projects & Volunteering

WHAT YOU NEED TO PROVIDE
• PASSPORT
• TRAVEL INSURANCE
• SPENDING MONEY

PILGRIMAGE ORIENTATION MEETING
THERE WILL BE A PILGRIMAGE 
ORIENTATION MEETING FOR ALL 
PARTICIPANTS EARLY 2016.
DETAILS TO FOLLOW

COSTS $10,950 PER PERSON
SINGLE ROOM ACCOMMODATION IS 
PROVIDED THROUGHOUT THE PILGRIMAGE.

PRICE INCLUDES
• AIRFARES (ALL PARTICIPANTS WILL

DEPART TOGETHER FROM SYDNEY 
FOR THE PILGRIMAGE ON THE SAME 
AIRLINE)

• TRANSFERS TO AND FROM THE
AIRPORT

• TRAIN AND COACH FARES
• MOST MEALS & ACCOMMODATION

HOLY LAND
8 NIGHTS

ROME
3 NIGHTS

LYON & 
NOTRE DE 

L’HERMITAGE 
7 NIGHTS

BR MICHAEL AKERS
PILGRIMAGE COORDINATOR

MARIST MISSION & LIFE FORMATION
E. michael.akers@marists.org.au T. 02 9218 4000

MR ANTHONY CLARKE
NATIONAL DIRECTOR
MARIST MISSION & LIFE FORMATION
E. anthony.clarke@marists.org.au T. 02 9218 4000

FOR FURTHER ENQUIREIS

http://www.australianmaristsolidarity.net.au/tony-and-gwyneth-lennon-family-trust-continue-support/
http://msa.edu.au/lavalla-publication/
http://msa.edu.au/champagnat-journal/
https://marist-schools-aust.squarespace.com/s/Brisbane-MVA-MSol-Date-Claimer-04-wcxd.png
https://marist-schools-aust.squarespace.com/s/Marist-pilgrimage-Brochure-2016.pdf


Carmen Cox & Ryan Shelton

justLOVE: HEARTS WITHOUT BORDERS
MARCELLIN COLLEGE BULLEEN

justLOVE: HEARTS WITHOUT BORDERS
MARIST-SION COLLEGE

Lia Mitchell, Chris Kupkee, Denise Gersbach, & Melissa Clohesy

FOOTSTEPS1:
MAKING JESUS KNOWN AND LOVED

TONY AND GWYNETH LENNON 
FAMILY TRUST SUPPORT

The spirituality day at Marcellin College Bulleen commenced with a 
hearty breakfast at the Melbourne Park Function Centre, and then 
continued into the justLOVE program for the staff. At the conclusion 
of the day, service awards were presented to a number of staff 
members by the Principal, Mark Murphy in recognition of long term 
service to Marist education.

Marist-Sion College at Warragul recently took part in the justLOVE 
program. The students of this vibrant country town are receiving 
dedicated learning and pastoral opportunities from a staff immersed 
in the ethos of Marcellin Champagnat and Theodore Ratisbonne 
(Founder of the Sisters of Sion). There are many images to remind 
the staff and their students of the charisms of these founders.

Bulleen justLOVE Russell Melenhorst

Vivien Lally, Caroline Judd, Jill Lawrence Lexie Riley, Thomas Sandner, Christine Ruiter, 
Ron Ruzzier          2015 MARIST SOLIDARITY 

DATE CLAIMERS

Front Row: Les McKendry; Kim Riley-Mitchell; Gloria Zahra; Kaylene Mustoe; Monica 
Justin; Adam Ozga.  Back Row: Shane Reid; Rob Tarraran.

justLOVE: HEARTS WITHOUT BORDERS
LAVALLA CATHOLIC COLLEGE

In the very pleasant environs of the Presentation Campus of Lavalla 
College, on a beautiful Victorian sunny day, the staff participated in 
the justLOVE program. The staff also celebrated the years of service 
of a number of their Marist confreres.

Braving the Mittagong chill, 33 
participants from schools and 
other ministries enjoyed our 
Footsteps 1 Program. It was a great 
opportunity for many relatively 
new teachers in Marist schools 
to share mission and community 
together. Their engagement in 
the process was full and their 
generosity to share ideas and 
wisdom was overwhelming.

MARIST EDUCATIONAL 
LEADERSHIP

A four day program for those 
working, or aspiring to work, as 
Marist school leaders. See Program 
Flyer for further details.

MARIST EDUCATIONAL 

LEADERSHIP

Presenter:
Br John McMahon

Dates:
8th & 9th August 2015 and 

29th & 30th August 2015

Times:
9.00 am - 4.30 pm each day

Venue:
Marist Centre Melbourne

1 Dawson St, Brunswick

Tel 0417 879 758

Program Modules

1. The Meaning of Leadership

2. Marcellin Champagnat’s 

Leadership
3. The Theological Dimension of 

Marist Leaders

4. The Emotions of Leaders

5. The Marist School Movement

6. Leadership Teams and 

Networks
7. Marist Leadership and Social 

Justice
8. Formative Agencies

Registration:
Email: register@marists.org.au

Web: www.mte.org.au

A four day program for those working, or aspiring to work, as Marist 

school leaders.

https://marist-schools-aust.squarespace.com/s/John-McMahon-Trial-7.pdf
https://marist-schools-aust.squarespace.com/s/John-McMahon-Trial-7.pdf
https://marist-schools-aust.squarespace.com/s/John-McMahon-Trial-7.pdf


Prayer, pruning, and community – that’s what 21 Young Marists 
from around Australia experienced on the annual Marist Youth 
Ministry Pruning Retreat for five days in July at The Hermitage in 
Mittagong. Facilitated by Br Darren Burge, we were introduced to 
new ways of contemplative prayer, put into practice while pruning 
the vines. It was a time of new friendships and finding nourishment 
and joyfulness in connecting with God. We look forward to the 
fruits of the harvest in our own hearts!

Anthony Mackett & Joseph MacDonald

MARIST YOUTH MINISTRY 
PRUNING RETREAT

With support from Marist Solidarity, one local community’s dream 
of building a carpentry workshop has now become a reality.

The new workshop is located in the small village of Uai-Lili in 
Timor-Leste. Many of the young people there are from very poor 
families and some have never had the opportunity to attend, or 
finish, school.

Local community members identified the need to improve job 
opportunities for their young people.

Youth leader Maway (pictured above) says, ‘We want to show 
everyone that despite being a poor young person we are prepared 
to do something new and wonderful for Uai-Lili and we want to 
contribute to national development. Together we can.”

Young people—including girls, will now be educated by local 
trainers, using tools, which have also been purchased as part of 
the project.

The new workshop comes after the successful completion of 
Uai-Lili’s new youth centre, in 2013. The youth centre was also 
developed in partnership with Marist Solidarity, with support from 
Melbourne-based uniform supplier Bob Stewart.

Marist Solidarity is also grateful to its supporters—like Marist 
Schools Australia, the Parishes of St Anne’s and St Bede’s in 
Victoria, and our overseas funding partners. 

Visit our website for more project information.

Australian Marist Solidarity
msol@marists.org.au  

www.australianmaristsolidarity.net.au

Marist Asia-Pacific Solidarity (MAPS) 
Australian Marist Solidarity (AMS) 
Marist Volunteers Australia (MVA)  

Next Issue:  4 August 2015

NEW CARPENTRY WORKSHOP TO 
CREATE LOCAL JOBS

mailto:msol%40marists.org.au%20%20%20?subject=
http://www.australianmaristsolidarity.net.au/

