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Dear Colleagues,

Last week, 37 Assistant Principals from Marist Schools across the country gathered at The Hermitage in 
Mittagong for three days for their third national conference. Over the past three years, these committed 
and gifted Marist educators have come together to pray, share, network and reflect with the purpose of 
building capacity to become more effective in their critical leadership roles in Marist education. 

The theme of this year’s conference was Sources and Signposts: The Concept of a Marist Pedagogy. The two 
guest keynote speakers were Doctor Brother Michael Green, who is currently Rector of Aquinas College at 
Adelaide University and Professor Brother David Hall, the Dean of the La Salle Academy at the Australian 
Catholic University. Both learned colleagues provoked, inspired, and challenged us in their own unique 
ways, through careful historical research, engaging personal anecdotes and deep reflection. Clear to all 
participants was that essential to the concept of Marist pedagogy, is the belief that Jesus is the source of 
our way of education. With the wisdom and guidance of the Holy Spirit, and the example of Mary our good 
Mother, we read with sensitivity and intelligence the signs of the times and have the courage to constantly 
innovate our teaching and learning. In this approach, the inspiration and intuition of Saint Marcellin are 
ever evident.

Both presenters proposed concepts from a range of authors. Pertinent for reflection this week, two wisdoms 
in particular captured the imagination. First from Michael, was a quote from the Congregation for Catholic 
Education, cited in a discussion encouraging Catholic educators to understand the great Christian spiritual 
traditions as a gift of the Spirit to the Church to enable its members to undertake the Church’s mission.  

 “The Congregation for Catholic education has come to recognise the value and potential of ‘these 
 spiritual families’ that permit the lay faithful to draw on the spiritual and apostolic fruitfulness from 
 the original charism –(as) one of the great hopes for the future of the Catholic educational mission.”1

Second from David, was a quote attributed to the French Jesuit philosopher, Pierre Teilhard de Chardin:

 “We are not human beings having a spiritual experience. We are spiritual beings having a human 
 experience.”

This coming Sunday, Catholics throughout the world will remember Jesus’ promise of the Spirit, fulfilled 
to the disciples and Mary gathered for Pentecost. On the 6th June, Marists will celebrate the life of Saint 
Marcellin, a person gifted to overflowing with the Holy Spirit. As Spirit filled Marists, let us this week 
demonstrate with joy and enthusiasm our shared hope for the future of Catholic education among our 
young Australians and their families. 

Yours sincerely,

Dr Frank Malloy
NATIONAL DIRECTOR

1 Br Michael Green (2010) quoting the Congregation for Catholic Education (2007)



NOTICES AND NEWS 

CO M I N G  U P. . .
10th Anniversary Celebration AMS - 
Sacred Heart College Adelaide
Feast Day of St Marcellin Champagnat
Marist Netball Carnival
Footsteps2 - Mittagong

4 June

6 June
15-18 June
16-19 June

Marist Boarding Conference - Brisbane
10th Anniversary Celebration AMS - 
St Joseph’s College Hunters Hill
Mid Winter Retreat - Mittagong
MSA Biennial Conference

16-18 June
17 June

10-12 July
28-30 July

HOLY
TODAY...

Marist Schools Australia Biennial Conference 2019

Catholic Leadership Centre Melbourne - Sunday 28 July to Tuesday 30 July

The MSA Biennial Conference has been tailored for principals, leadership team members, 
middle level and emerging leaders and we hope that you will take advantage to participate in 
this Marist gathering and the exceptional professional development opportunity which offers 
interesting keynote speakers and 18 workshops dedicated to ‘Evangelising through quality 
education’.

Registrations Now Open
For more information visit www.msa.edu.au/msa-biennial-conference

LAVALLA & 
CHAMPAGNAT 

JOURNAL
Please use Lavalla to share some news from 
your school with the rest of Marist Schools 
Australia, and/or consider submitting an 
article for the Champagnat Journal.

The cut-off date for contributions to the 
second edition of Lavalla and  Champagnat 
Journal for 2019 is Friday, 26 July. 
All submissions should be sent to Br Tony 
Paterson (tony.paterson@marists.org.au).

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND REGISTRATION

CLICK HERE for the Resource Booklet

DIRECTOR OF BUSINESS OPERATIONS

St Gregory’s College Campbelltown is currently 
seeking a dynamic and energetic individual to 
take on the permanent fulltime role of Director 
of Business Operations. Working closely with 
the Principal, this pivotal role will drive strategic and operational 
initiatives to improve the business operations of the College, 
supporting future growth and sustainability.

For a detailed position description, please visit the College 
website and click on the Employment tab: www.stgregs.nsw.
edu.au

Applications close:  5.00pm Tuesday 18 June 2019.

http://www.cvent.com/events/msa-biennial-conference-2019/event-summary-d0d4e9048fd64b32a9029cac2a28af73.aspx
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/51240d5fe4b03a5603cfea56/t/5cdcfd4989dd00000185f42c/1557986690169/Feast+of+Saint+Marcellin+Champagnat+Resource+Booklet+2019.pdf
http://www.stgregs.nsw.edu.au/
http://www.stgregs.nsw.edu.au/


Mission and life formation

Twenty-four staff from the Marist schools in the Sydney West region gathered for In the Marist Way: New 
Staff Formation at St Patrick’s Marist College Dundas. Participants came from Parramatta Marist High 
School, Marist College Eastwood, Trinity Catholic College Auburn, St Patrick’s Marist College Dundas, Pete’s 
Place and the Marist Centre Mascot.

Participants had a chance to reflect on the writings of Stephen Bevans SVD; that the “Mission has a 
Church.” Mission, Bevan writes, “precedes the church and calls the church into being to serve God’s 
purposes in the world. God as such, is a dance, moving through the world, inviting the world to join in the 
dance. And the more that join the more attractive joining becomes.” 

All were invited to reflect on the question: “How are we being invited to dance in our roles within the 
Marist Mission?”

DANCING IN THE MARIST WAY

Learning to “Dance” in the Marist Way: L to R: Elizabeth Gallagher (MSA), Peter Farquhar (Pete’s Place), Luke 
Drummond (Pete’s Place), Emma Davis (Province Business Services), Lottie Moussa (MSA) and Lindsay Franko (MLF).

NURTURING THE SPIRITUAL - HERMITAGE RETREAT
How do we nurture the spiritual in the midst of our busy lives is the over-riding theme of this retreat. The 
silent retreat offers participants a quiet and reflective space away from the busy nature of daily life. Nurturing 
the Spiritual provides participants with an opportunity to explore these themes and topics more deeply. 

Cost: $380
Dates: 21-23 June and 15-17 November
Commences 5.00pm and finishes 11.00am 

If you are interested in signing up or seeking more information, 
please contact Br Bill Sullivan: 
bill.sullivan@marists.org.au
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AM, D. Phil. (Oxon), FAHA
FRANCIS J., MOLONEY SDB,

Professor Francis J. Moloney is a senior fellow 
of Catholic Theological College, University of 
Divinity and member of the Department of 
Biblical Studies lecturing in the New 
Testament. He a priest of the Salesians of Don 
Bosco and is a co-opted member of the 
Senate of Catholic Theological College. He is 
also an elected Fellow of the Australian 
Academy of the Humanities. 

Then their eyes were opened, 
and they recognised him. 

(Luke 24: 31)

10.30AM 10 JULY 10 2019 - 
1.00PM 12 JULY 2019
THE HERMITAGE, MITTAGONG

REGISTER AT:
http://msa.edu.au/
registration-for-programmes

Limited spaces available.



What do apero spritz and pre-footy brunches have in common?

Mid-year is a time for AMS to gather its supporters across from cities and update them on the progress of 
their generosity towards our work with marginalised children in Asia, Africa and Oceania.

In Melbourne on 11 May, the “Friends of AMS” hosted a pre-footy brunch at the Marist Centre in Brunswick.  
Generous friends donated food and baked AMS football biscuits as a take home.  In Brisbane our first mid-
year soiree was launched with apero spritz to accompany finger food prepared by the AMS team.

Presentations were given on some major projects by AMS team members responsible for project management: 
Michael Coleman (Melbourne) and Ashley Bulgarelli (Brisbane).  We are confident our generous MSA friends 
at Sacred Heart College Adelaide and St Joseph’s College Hunters Hill will match cuisine and beverages, so 
you are invited:

Wednesday, 4 June 5:30pm Br Joseph McAteer Function Centre, 
     Sacred Heart College
     Somerton Park

Monday, 17 June 5:30pm Main Parlour,
     St Joseph’s College
     Hunters Hill

For more details and RSVPs contact: Kristen.McLean@marists.org.au

Thanks too to the MSA schools’ communities who in recent months have been so generous to the children 
of the region beyond our shoreline.

Allen Sherry fms
CEO, AMS
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Ms Caitlin Humphreys
Regional Coordinator

MARIST YOUTH MINISTRY QUEENSLAND
One of the great privileges of my work with Marist Youth Ministry is getting to accompany students on their 
Year 12 Retreat. So far this year we have worked with Peter Claver College Riverview, Our Lady of the Sacred 
Heart Alice Springs and Mt Maria College Petrie. These retreats are sacred ground because they take time to 
acknowledge what has taken place already in the student’s stories and captures their hope for their futures. 

This year, as a team, we have been running a session on family. The focus has been on their school cohort 
family and time is given in this session for them to share their year level groups family stories. These stories 
have been hilarious, deeply moving and telling of the unique spirit that is found in our Marist schools. One 
student, a refugee from Iran, laughingly told the story of his first day. A staff member had kindly paired him 
with a buddy who would show him around and sit with him for the day. The young Iranian man was confused 
and filled with fear when he noticed a particular style ring on the finger of his buddy, that, back home in Iran, 
was commonly worn by a specific gang group. He asked another student if his buddy was in fact a violent 
gang member, to which he received laughter and a response that the buddy couldn’t hurt a fly with fly spray. 
The room of students were in fits of laughter as he retold the story but what he said next, as an offhand 
comment, made the story more than just a funny anecdote. He finished by saying ‘that was when I knew I 
was safe here’.

The beauty of these stories is that at the heart of all of them, they speak of a sense of belonging and 
community. The students in our schools are leaving with the knowledge that they are valued and that they 
have been a part of a community that stands for more than just education. In these moments, and many 
others, the legacy of St Marcellin Champagnat is filled with life. 

School Captains from Peter Claver College 
Riverview

Students from Our Lady of the Sacred Heart College 
Alice Springs on their Year 12 retreat 



Next Issue:  18 June 2019

Sharing news - MARIST LEARNING ZONE

A total of 33 students have passed through our centre over the past 
year. Of these, many have returned to school and are achieving success, 
both with maintaining good attendance and making academic progress. 
15 students are currently attending MLZ, some full time, others for 
some days each week, according to their individual attendance plan. 
We continue to have strong support from the students’ schools, CEDP 
teams and Marist Schools Australia. 

Our Marist Mothers supporters have recently completed a lamington 
drive which earned worthwhile funds for additional resources for our 
teaching, particularly additional kitchen appliances.

Our staff are currently designing project-based learning activities 
to support learning needs. We are also doing intensive literacy and 
numeracy work with some of our students who have missed a lot of 
schooling. It has been pleasing to see significant improvements. 

Brother Lawrie McCane

Catholic Education Diocese of Parramatta’s Jarara Indigenous Education Unit marked 
Reconciliation Week with a moving smoking ceremony at MLZ.


