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MSA Newsletter

From Brother Michael Green

Dear Members of the Marist Family

In its otherwise excellent current production of Hamlet, the Melbourne Theatre Company has chosen to delete 
the character of Fortinbras.  I was disappointed by that.

If your memory of Shakespeare has become a little dim, perhaps you have forgotten about Fortinbras.  You are 
excused; he has an ostensibly minor mop-up role right at the end.  Everyone knows Hamlet’s famous soliloquy 
– “To be or not to be ... ”  The name Horatio may ring some memory bells for you,  or perhaps that odd couple 
Rosencrantz and Guildenstern even if you don’t quite recall what they did, or maybe some famous lines from the 
play lines such as those given by Polonius (“... to thine own self be true, and it must follow, as the night the day, 
thou canst not then be false to any man”).  But Fortinbras?  Who’s he?

Fortinbras personifies for me one of the tragic themes of the play.  The main tragedy of the last scenes is not 
all the dead bodies strewn across the stage, including the tormented hero Hamlet.  The tragedy is, rather, that 
Fortinbras is the last man left standing. And he showed up after all the cut-and-thrust bits were done. All the 
interesting, colourful and romantic characters are gone, and only the dull-witted, monotonal, solider figure of 
Fortinbras remains.  It’s the triumph of mediocrity, the victory of the grey people.  His final lines call for Hamlet’s 
bloodied corpse to be removed because it is kind of unseemly, not nice, inappropriate.

Shakespeare offers powerful commentary on public life here:  it is rare for the great heroes of conscience or the 
deep searchers for truth to prevail. They are more likely to become the martyrs. It is more common that the 
people spruiking the politically safe and populist-friendly policies will win the day.  If their views have 
been well homogenised by focus groups and thoroughly tested by phone polls, then the politicians, or their 
back-room thought police, will be confident to push them all the more strongly.  They will dress them up as good and 
principled, when really they are little more than expedient.   

Just occasionally it doesn’t go that way, or it is thwarted by others, such as last week’s High Court ruling on the 
illegality of packing off uninvited asylum seekers to Malaysia. And there is welcome evidence of the Australian 
electorate’s growing disquiet with poll-driven policy.  Just ask Kevin Rudd. But, how much of what passes for 
informed public policy in our world is the product of Fortinbras people! 

We educators are fortunate to spend our lives with young people. They usually have little tolerance for such 
Machiavellian machinations and the cynicism that fuels it.  Youth are idealistic.  That is the perennial gift of the 
young.  Indeed, it is their responsibility. They want to make a difference, and believe that they can.  They have 
passion.  They have conscience.  They want to contribute.

In his hope that Marist schools would produce “good Christians” and “good citizens”, Saint Marcellin believed that 
young people could do just that.  By “good”, he didn’t mean compliant or passive.  Indeed, he himself was neither 
of those things.  He meant them to be engaged.  He wanted people who, as Christians and citizens, would have an 
impact for good in both Church and society.  As he did. He was no Fortinbras.

Perhaps the MTC was right after all.  Let’s write Fortinbras out of the script wherever we find him.

Nisi Dominus



Notices and News

Congratulations!
to all at

Marist College Pagewood
as they celebrate their

Golden Jubilee
this coming weekend!

Saturday 10th September
Mass 5:30pm

Our Lady of Annunciation - Donovan Ave, Maroubra
Dinner 7:15pm

The Hermitage in the College Grounds

Two members of the Marist Brothers’ General Council will be 
visiting Australia from Rome in the coming weeks.  Brothers John 
Klein and Michael de Waas will be leading a retreat at Mittagong 
for Brothers.  Brother John will be staying on for another couple 
of weeks to meet with several groups and to visit some schools.

Tue 6 Sept  
Wed 7- Sat 10 Sept
Fri 9 Sept  
Fri 9- Sun 11 Sept 
Sat 10 - Sun 11 Sept 
Mon 12 Sept  

Mon 12 Sept  
Wed 14 Sept  
Fri 16 Sept
Wed 21 – Fri 23 Sept

Thu 22 Sept – Sun 2 Oct
Fri 23 – Sun 25 Sept
Sun 25 Sep – Sat 1 Oct
Fri 7 – Sun 9 Oct 

Tue 11 Oct (7.30pm)

Thu 13 – Sun 16 Oct 
Mon 17 Oct
Tue 18 Oct 
Sun 23 – Wed 26 Oct

Brisbane MSA Regional Council meeting (Rosalie)
Contemplative retreat In The Way of Mary (Mittagong)
Sydney MSA Regional Council meeting (Drummoyne)
Young Marist retreat (Tugun QLD)
Golden Jubilee weekend – Marist College Pagewood
Schools of the Spirit (2) (Dundas)
Spirituality and Leadership (1) (Lewisham)
MSA Leadership Team meeting (Rosalie)
Marist Leadership Succession (1) (Lewisham)
Staff retreat (Adelaide)
NCEC Conference (Adelaide) 
On Sacred Ground Conference (Lay Leadership in today’s Church)
Immersion experience for Marist staff (Bougainville, PNG)
MYAM Retreat weekend (Ocean Grove)
Brothers’ Retreat (Mittagong)
Year 11 Justice forum (Mittagong)
Shared Marist Life retreat (Mittagong)
Marian Lecture (Catholic College Bendigo)“Who is Mary for today’s Marists?”
Presenter: Br Michael Green FMS
Joint Melbourne-Sydney Provincial Council planning days (Mittagong)
Schools of the Spirit (Part 3 of 3) (Dundas)
Marist Succession Planning 1 (Auburn)
Sharing Our Call 1 (Mittagong)

Coming Up....

You can subscribe directly to “Nexus”, the online update on 
the new Australian Province.  Just go to http://champagnat.
us2.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=0f1a46d014c78d3e7f6c24f
ca&id=5ccad7ac7c and follow the prompts.

WeLCOMe BrOTHer JOHn KLein 
& BrOTHer MiCHAeL De WAAS

“Three VioleTs” lapel pins
Some people have been asking where they can source the 
small Marist lapel pins with the “three violets”.  Orders can 
be placed with Australian firm AJParkes (ajparkes.com.au).  
Kay Wells at Marist College Ashgrove has further details 
(wellsk@marash.qld.edu.au).  Brother Neville Solomon at The 
Hermitage in France has been contacted by a number of 
people; he advises that they do NOT sell these pins at The 
Hermitage.

M a r i s T  Yo u T h 
e Va n g e l i s aT i o n 

C o n f e r e n C e  2 0 1 2
Thanks for the feedback from Principals on options for 
next year’s evangelisation conference (6th-8th May).  The 
overwhelming preference was for it to be at Mittagong, 
meaning that it will be restricted to one person from each 
(secondary) MSA Member School.   It is expected that this will 
be the person who has key strategic leadership of the school’s 
evangelisation efforts (e.g. the Director of Mission, the REC, 
the APRE, the Director of Faith and Ministry, etc.)
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.  N
o, w

ait!  D
on’t bother.  The dreaded 

“R
” w

ord is no longer part of our M
arist lexicon.  It’s 

not w
hat our new

 A
ustralian M

arist P
rovince is all about.  That’s 

particularly pleasing for a res-------ing sceptic like I have been.  
A

nd still am
.

The thing that’s sold m
e on the new

 P
rovince for A

ustralia is that 
it’s not to do w

ith the re-arranging of any deck chairs.  It’s about 
enhancing our m

ission capacity, and doing so by being creative 
and indeed ‘new

’ in how
 w

e lead and support the M
arist spirituality 

and M
arist professional practice of all those – B

rothers and Lay – 
w

ho undertake this m
ission.  It just m

akes sense that w
e position 

ourselves nationally w
hen it com

es to our educational w
orks, our 

solidarity initiatives, our youth w
elfare program

m
es, and our youth 

and young adult m
inistry.  A

nd also it m
akes em

inent sense that 
w

e build synergy around the grow
ing Lay M

arist m
ovem

ent across 
the country.

N
ext year the C

hurch w
ill be holding a G

eneral S
ynod in R

om
e 

on the them
e of the “N

ew
 E

vangelisation”.  W
e M

arists have so 
m

uch to contribute to this debate.  E
vangelisation is deep in our 

M
arist D

N
A

; and w
e are happy do it in places w

here the light of the 
G

ospel is at its dim
m

est.  It’s w
hat gives us M

arists life.  W
e allow

 
ourselves to think that, w

hen it com
es to m

eeting the spiritual and 
educational needs of young people, then w

e have som
ething to 

say to the C
hurch.  Tw

o hundred years of a distinctive w
ay of 

being in and of the C
hurch have allow

ed us to develop w
isdom

, 
expertise and effectiveness.  B

ut for this to continue to be the 
case, w

e need to look for life-giving w
ays to keep us M

arist in 
contem

porary A
ustralia.

This is m
y hope for our new

 A
ustralian P

rovince:  that it w
ill provide 

new
 and better w

ays of form
ing, sustaining and associating us all 

as M
arists – young and old, w

om
en and m

en, lay and consecrated.  
Let’s m

ake it happen!

B
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reen is a m
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ber of the P
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IT’S TIME!

Seated Front Row: Carole Wark, Br Michael Akers, Pam Brooks, Julie Ward, Br Robert O’Connor, Suzanne Abela, Sean Mullaly, Br Tony Leon
Seated Middle Row: Charlotte Buxton, Sarah Campy, Gail Coates, Kellie Stephan, Erin McDonald, Elizabeth Gutzke
First Row Standing: Dominique Galea, Dominic Wan
Second Row Standing: Shirley Law, Eric Law, Brendan Daunt, Br Kevin Blyth, Adam Goss, Liz McGinnis, Tracy Fragiacomo, Paul Hughes, 
Scott Bannerman, Kristine Jackson, June Robertson
Back Row Standing: Joanne Donnelly, Sarah Elliot, Brid Kilbane, Br Michael Callinan, Maris Jaunalksnis, Chris Raleigh, Nicole Harkness, 
Br Mark Paul

SharIng OUr CaLL

A catch phrase used in a number of 
circles! It’s time where our Ministries 
are planning the mix of what will be on 
offer for 2012.  Marist formation 
needs to be part of the mix! Ongoing 
consultation with heads of Missions has 
been taking place to ensure your Mission 
Marist is strengthened for 2012.

Adam Goss, Hunters Hill, 
captures well what MLF offers our 
Missions!

Left to right: Sean Mullaly Randwick, Paul Hughes Rosemeadow, Brendan Daunt Murgon 
participants in the Sharing Our Call August Programme Mittagong

Through ‘Sharing our Call’ I gained a 
greater insight into what it actually 
means to be ‘Marist’. By learning of 
the history and origins of the Marist 
charism, I have become more aware 
that the values that Marists stand for are 
living ideas, not just words written on a 
crest, on a wall or in the front of a diary.

Nicola Harkness from Trinity Catholic 
College Auburn/Regents Park

Gail Coates, Marcellin College, Bulleen



Over the coming 
months, the Remar 
Year 11 groups will 
head off for a week 
long Solidarity 
Camp.  The schools 
have developed an 
ongoing 
relationship with 
their particular

community, and will enjoy an experience of 
working side by side and sharing personal 
experiences.  We ask you to keep the Remar
Caravels in your prayers.

Next Issue:   20 September 2011

Thank You
Many thanks to the schools that have contributed to 

the final edition of the final 
Lavalla magazine for 2011.

Has your school had an entry in Lavalla this year?
Is there someone or something 

from your place that you
would like to share with the rest of Marist Australia?

The third and final issue is now being compiled.
Please have material to tony.paterson@msa.edu.au 

by Monday 12th September 2011.

The first 2012 edition will be 
circulated early in Term 2 next year.

Remar Blue Caravels prepare 
for their Solidarity Camps

Thank You

ResourceSmart Schools Program guides schools to become 
more educated about, and implement practices that are 
beneficial to the environment. There are 5 modules that 
schools can participate in. They are Core, Waste, Water, 
Energy and Biodiversity.

The recently completed Waste Module works towards 
minimising waste. It uses the concept of 'reduce, reuse, 
recycle', along with litter reduction & removal, green 
waste recycling, staff, student and community education, 
monitoring and reporting. 

The College has three more modules to undertake as 
follow:
The Energy module, which is all about energy 
conservation & efficiency, greenhouse reduction, and 
air quality while the Water Module focuses on water 
conservation including rainwater collection & storage and 
runoff & river health. The final module, Biodiversity is 
all about Landcare, habitat, ecology and school grounds.
The College’s recently completed Waste Module was 
funded by Sustainability Victoria and delivered in 
partnership with the Centre for Education and Research 
in Environmental Strategies (CERES), an award winning, 
not-for-profit, environment and education centre and 
urban farm located in East Sale.

Catholic College 
Sale has recently 
completed the  
ResourceSmart 
Australian 
Sustainable Schools 
Initiative Waste 
Resource Module, 
making this the 
second module 
completed by the 
College. 

Liz Whitehill

Catholic College Sale
Environmental Efforts 

Recognised


