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From Brother Michael Green
Dear Members of the Marist Family

Have you been following the progress of the Pope’s pet project – the one he is calling the “Court of the Gentiles”?

If you’ve missed it, I am not surprised.  It hasn’t really been picked up by the mainstream media.  It hardly suits 
the 24-hour news cycle, and doesn’t offer much sensationalist spin.  Not in the ways that Richard Dawkins or 
Christopher Hitchens do.   

I find it a fascinating initiative, nonetheless, one that is typical of the scholar-Pope Joseph Ratzinger.  Taking as his 
inspiration the courtyard in the ancient Temple of Jerusalem where non-Jews could come to dialogue and debate 
with learned Jews, Benedict XVI is attempting to open a genuine conversation between modern non-believers and 
Christians.  And the place he launched it last week?  Paris.  City of Light. City of the Enlightenment.  And the halls 
for debate?  The Sorbonne, the L’Académie française, and UNESCO, as well as, symbolically, the courtyard in front 
of Notre Dame.   It is all part of a bigger move by the Church, being played out mainly in continental Europe at this 
stage, to engage secularism on its own self-perceived high ground: that of rationalism and science.  It is a play for 
minds, in the hope that hearts might follow.  Of particular interest to the Holy Father are young people.  His video-
message last week was directed especially to them.

Usually, we in Australian Catholic schools tend to come at it the other way around: our evangelisation is more 
often aimed first at hearts.  We do what we can with minds but, as road-weary teachers, we know we have to 
inspire and to capture interest before there is going to be much cerebral engagement. Yet our assumptions are 
the same as the Pope’s: we know that young people live in a largely secular world, often without much or any 
knowledge of God, yet we believe in their inherent goodness and good will, in the sincerity of their search for 
meaning and purpose, and in the genuineness of their concern for the future of society and the planet.  And both 
he and us are motivated by the belief that the answers to all that questioning is in Jesus Christ.

Interesting within the Pope’s message to the young people of Europe are his convictions that “religions have 
nothing to fear from a “just secularity”, one that is open and allows individuals to live in “accordance with their 
own consciences” and that “the first thing we must do is to respect, help and love every human being”.  He urged 
them to “break down the barriers of fear of others, of strangers, of those who are different” because “fear is often 
born of mutual ignorance, scepticism or indifference”.  

Unfortunately, so many of our political and so-called religious leaders – and the media which support them – 
peddle themselves as fear-mongers.  That’s a play for neither mind nor heart.  It nurtures neither but, rather, 
shrinks them.

It is important work that we do, day-in and day-out, to open minds and to open hearts in young people, and to do 
so with Jesus’ assurance to his storm-tossed disciples: ‘Do not be afraid.’ We do it in a world that too often seeks 
to do the opposite, in a country that too often seeks to do the opposite, and occasionally even in a Church that 
has some historical form in doing the opposite.  

Nisi Dominus



Notices and News

HERMITAGE 
2011 BEGINS 

THIS 
WEEKEND 

This year’s Hermitage 
programme begins on the 
weekend in Paris.  The
twenty particpants from 
MSA member schools will 
be away for a month, with 
major component of the 
course taking place at The 
Hermitage.

Closing, closing, closing ...
Please be aware of deadlines for a number of things:

LAVALLA is going to the printer next week, to be ready 
for distribution at the beginning of next term.  Any late 
items to Brother Tony Paterson immediately, please.
MARCELLIN AND THE FOUNDING COMMUNITY  
The short-course on our founding times is being run in 
Melbourne this year, but like all programmes is open to all 
Marists from across the country.  
Registration closes in a couple of weeks. 
STAFF IMMERSION EXPERIENCE 
Flyers went out about this yesterday and registrations are 
open until the end of the month.

MARIST NSW YEAR 12 
MARIST FORUM  

MITTAGONG
The first weekend of April saw 21 Year 12 students from 9 
Marist schools gathered at Marist Hermitage, Mittagong for 
our annual Marist NSW Year 12 Forum.  The theme of the 
weekend was on ‘Vocation’ and we had Fr Paul Ghanem 
ofm; Sr Vivienne Goldstein sm and Jake and Sharon Degeling 
joining us to share the various callings in life. The young 
people on such weekends form strong rapport quickly as they 
discover their common Marist background and values.  The 
following comments reflects the value of such weekends for 
our young Marists. “I enjoyed working in my small group and 
getting to know 
others deeply. The high point of the weekend was Mass on 
Saturday night which we helped to set up. I felt a strong sense 
of connection.”

“The Forum was a wonderful weekend away from all the 
worries and stress of Year 12. I feel strengthened as an 
individual and I have gained new friends and new 
understandings.”

“I am so thankful for the opportunity to participate in the 
Year 12 Forum. I feel privileged to have met and bonded with 
such a wonderful group of people all along various points of 
life’s path. I thought this weekend was fantastic.”

“This weekend was both a relaxing and challenging way for 
me to get in touch with myself and to help me think about 
my identity and future.”

There will be 4 other such forums later this year for senior 
students (Years 11 & 12) at Mittagong, Toowoomba and 
Yeppoon coordinated by the Vocation and Marist Life Team 
of Julie Sligar, Christian Nobleza and Br Tony Leon.

Brother Tony Leon fms



Brother Peter Walsh fms
MISSION AND LIFE FORMATION TEAM

IN THE CHAMPAGNAT WAY 
ADELAIDE

OLSH ALICE SPRINGS 
OPENING MASS

The Bath St, Treagar, and Saddadeen 
Campuses of OLSH College, Alice Springs 
came together in the Alice Springs 
Convention Centre to celebrate the 
opening of the year Mass with Bishop 
Eugene Hurley, DD, and the OLSH 
community. Present at the Eucharist and 
presentation of certificates to the College

leaders were Bishop Hurley, Brother Julian Casey, Provincial 
of the Marist Brothers, Br Paul Gilchrist, College Principal, Mr 
Paul Herrick, Regional Director Marist Schools Australia and 
Brother Peter Walsh, Mission and Life Formation Team.

The annual Induction Programme for new staff at the two 
Adelaide Marist schools was held at Sacred Heart 
College, Senior the week before last.  Mr Andrew Balkwill, 
Dr Paul Hine and Br John McMahon led the programme.

New staff Catholic College, Bendigo at In the 
Champagnat Way / Sharing our Call I inservice

Front (left to right) Emily Wray, Sarah Williams, 
Jennifer Callanan, Annalisa Sheridan, Deborah Rischin
Middle (left to right) Jessica Cook, Rachel Peters, Gabrielle 
Kelly, Paul Hine, Alex Penhall, John McMahon
Back (left to right) Peter Mann, Diana Carmichael, Ali Vessali, 
Carla Opie, Andrew Balkwill, Robert Gill, Vincent Williams

Brother John McMahon fms

IN THE CHAMPAGNAT 
WAY AT CATHOLIC 
COLLEGE BENDIGO

John Ferris and Alannah Dermody recently conducted the 
Mission and Life Formation Program, In the Champagnat 
Way for 30 new staff at Catholic College Bendigo. 
Brothers Peter Walsh and Michael Akers from the Marist 
Mission and Life Formation Team attended the program and 
Brother Michael presented a session on the new national 
structures for MSA and Mission and Life Formation.
John and Alannah conducted sessions on Champagnat’s
story, Marist Mission Today and the College principal, 
Darren McGregor, gave a wonderful presentation on Mary 
in Scripture and Living as Mary Did.

At the beginning of the Mass the College leaders from each 
campus were presented with certificates by Bishop Hurley. 
The College Captains recited the pledge of commitment on 
behalf of all the leadership teams.

Mission & Life Formation Team at Catholic College 
Bendigo: Br Michael Akers, 

Br Peter Walsh, John Ferris, Alanna Darmody

Brother Peter Walsh fms
MISSION AND LIFE FORMATION TEAM



REMAR HELMS GATHER

In the words of one post school leader:

“The plan God has for you is greater and more incredible 
than anything you could possibly imagine.”

We pray for God’s blessing on all who have said yes to 
leading on Remar camps, as they assist young people to 
hear the plans, and the unconditional love God has for 
them.

SOLIDARITY MARIST 
STYLE

The establishment of a national MAPS Office in 
Brisbane, in January this year has been followed by the recent 
Solidarity Marist Style (SMS) Conference held at the 
Lavalla Centre. This event captured a new vision and 
direction for what we Marists seek to live out in terms of 
solidarity throughout the Pacific and Asia region.

There was a contagious sense of energy and creativity flowing 
throughout the three day gathering which brought together 
38 participants representing Marist school communities and 
ministries across various parts of Oceania - four states, New 
Zealand and Fiji. The main presenters for the conference 
were the Directors of MAPS, Chris Wills and Al Sherry, as well 
as Michael Callinan from the Marist Mission & Life Formation 
Team and David L’Estrange in his role as Advocacy Officer for 
the Marist Oceania Solidarity Commission. Participants were 
able to unpack a number of core topics vital to promoting a 
Marist culture of solidarity in their schools and communities.

30 young people have said 
“yes” to the call for post school 
leaders to assist on Remar 
camps, with 23 attending a
recent leadership training 
weekend at the Montagne

Brother Chris Wills fms 
DIRECTOR MAPS

Next Issue in 4 weeks time:  3 May 2011
Happy Easter to all  readers!

Simone Boyd
DIRECTOR REMAR

Centre in Brunswick.  The weekend was filled with 
energetic participation as we learnt small group 
facilitation skills, formed new connections with others in 
the Marist young adult community, discussed our faith 
together, prayed for one another, and had a lot of laughs 
along the way.  The weekend was concluded with an 
interactive and informative Mass, which was celebrated 
by Fr Jamie Calder.  

These topics included: 
• Paradigms of Solidarity - leading to:  “What is
  Specific about Marist Solidarity?”
• The Project Cycle, - MAPS Project Criteria, 
• Developing a solidarity culture in schools and the  
 MAPS campaign
• Immersions and Volunteering – We are evangelized  
 by the poor
• International Advocacy work of Oceania Solidarity  
 Commission and MAPS.

Congratulations must go out to all those who participated in 
these days of dynamic sharing and conversation, as well as 
to school staff and leadership teams who made it possible 
for them to be part of the gathering. Thanks also to Paula 
McLoughlin (MAPS Administrative Officer) who, with her 
family, organized our hospitality and catering within the 
welcoming ambience of the historic Brothers house. An event 
like this has placed us in a very strong position as Marists to 
deepen the expression and experience of solidarity in our 
part of the world and into the future.


