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Dear Colleagues,

Much has been written and spoken in the past week concerning the trials, verdict and subsequent appeal in the case 
of Cardinal Pell. As Marists, may we continue to pray together for the victims and survivors of child sex abuse as well 
as their families and loved ones. Let us also pray for justice.

As we commence the Lenten Season on Ash Wednesday this week, may we turn our minds and hearts to Jesus with 
intensity. This Lent, as we reflect upon the hurts and sorrows for which we seek forgiveness, let us ask Jesus to bring 
to the fore our better selves, compassionate, generous, thoughtful, forgiving, and hopeful. In these deeply troubling 
times we might look to our own story and tradition for inspiration. Despite the many very real challenges and adversity 
facing Saint Marcellin and the people with whom he lived and worked, deep trust in God was clearly evident, most 
outstanding in the joy and love for one another that was prospered. Marcellin’s dying wish for the young Christians he 
had gathered in the name of Mary rings loudly for us today:

See how they love one another!

May Marcellin’s credo enliven us throughout the 2019 Lenten Season. 

In 2018, the Australian Province of the Marist Brothers established the first Friday of Lent as a Day of Remembrance 
for victims and survivors of sex abuse. Below is an excerpt from the full prayer, which is commended to you and can 
be found HERE.

A Lament

For sin that hurts children and the vulnerable 
We make reparation O Lord.

For sin that steals innocence and disbelieves truth 
We make reparation O Lord.

For sin that crushes spirits and breaks hearts 
We make reparation O Lord.

For sin that is overlooked and disregarded 
We make reparation O Lord.

For sin that is ignored and hidden away 
We make reparation O Lord.

For sin that judges victims and excuses offenders 
We make reparation O Lord.

For sin that is criminal 
We make reparation O Lord.

For sin that harms the Body of Christ, the Church 
We make reparation Lord.

Hear our supplication, O Lord 
And show us your compassion.

Forgive the failures of your people 
And show us your compassion.

(adapted from a prayer of the Australian Bishops’ Conference)

This issue of the newsletter is purposefully concentrating on communicating once again the many opportunities 
available to our school communities through the Marist Association’s Mission and Life Formation Team.

Yours sincerely

Dr Frank Malloy
NATIONAL DIRECTOR

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IsQdlmfx7V5YiU7AdG3aCqAwvRaXbz-D/view?usp=sharing


NOTICES AND NEWS 

CO M I N G  U P. . .
MYM Super Connect - Eastwood
Footsteps1, Mittagong
Meeting of all Marist Principals - NSW/ACT
Meeting of all Marist Principals - QLD/NT/
   Northern NSW
In the Marist Way - Bendigo

8 Mar
10-13 Mar
12 Mar
13 Mar

14 Mar

Meeting of all Marist Principals - VIC/SA/WA
Marist Connect - Brisbane
In the Marist Way - Melbourne
In the Marist Way - Adelaide
In the Marist Way - Northam
In the Marist Way - Forbes

15 Mar
15 Mar
18 Mar
21 Mar
21 Mar
27 Mar

LAVALLA & CHAMPAGNAT JOURNAL

Please use Lavalla to share some news from your school with the rest of Marist Schools Australia, and/or 
consider submitting an article for the Champagnat Journal.

The cut-off date for contributions to the first edition of Lavalla and  Champagnat Journal for 2019 is Friday, 29 
March.  All submissions should be sent to Br Tony Paterson (tony.paterson@marists.org.au).

St Augustine’s College Cairns Commissions First Lay Principal

St Augustine’s 2019 Commencement Mass was held on 21 February and this was also the opportunity to 
Commission the First Lay Principal, Mr Matthew Brennan. 

Fr Frank Gordon VG, in the absence of Bishop James Foley, did the Commissioning of Matthew in the presence 
of his wife, Margie, Bill Dixon (CES) and Frank Malloy (MSA), together with the whole school community, many 
parents and invited guests. 

The moving, yet simple, ceremony was incorporated into the Mass, concelebrated by Chaplin, Fr Laurie Timms 
OCarm. The Brothers, College Staff, Parents and Students, all made separate commitments of support for 
Matthew and of service to the community. 

The Commissioning of the First Lay Principal is an historic moment in the College’s 90th year of serving the 
people of Tropical North Queensland. We wish Matthew every blessing.

Matthew Brennan with wife Margie, Bill Dixon, Frank Malloy and Fr Frank 
Gordon

Bill Dixon, Matthew Brennan, Frank Malloy

Frank Malloy, Mr Michael Healy MP, Br Neville Solomon



Mission and life formation

Oh the places we will go!

A diverse and energetic group of Marists from around the country found their way to The Hermitage in Mit-
tagong last week to engage with each other on a journey of discovery. Some had travelled from far away while 
others had simply made their way down the Hume Highway in a short ninety-minute drive from Sydney. But 
neither the miles travelled, nor the time taken to get there was a real indicator of the insights that would come 
out of the days spent listening, conversing, reflecting and praying with one another in the beautiful surrounds 
of The Hermitage.

Participants spoke enthusiastically of a heightened sense of their own spirituality being nurtured and a 
greater understanding of the Marist charism and mission. In a world where there is little time available to 
consciously reflect on the significance of what we do, these days highlighted how our vocation fits with the 
broader Marist mission. The result was a positive and refreshing experience; one that will hopefully help to 
accompany all of us as we continue our journey in our respective Marist works.

LENT
As we move into our Lenten season 
this week, the following resources 
may assist in supporting programs 

in your schools:

 
https://liturgyritualprayer.com/noticeboard

https://liturgyritualprayer.com/noticeboard


MARIST YOUTH MINISTRY QUEENSLAND

Next Issue:  19 March 2019

Caitlin Humphrys
MYM Regional Coordinator (Queensland)

The year has kicked off with a bang for MYM up here in QLD! We started our year with the annual Volunteers 
Camp. 10 past students from 5 different Marist schools were in attendance. The 3 days involved practical ministry 
training, child protection training, faith formation, visits to Blind Eye Ministries and the Rosalie Brothers community 
and a lot of fun! 

The participants unanimously agreed that their favourite 
session was one in which we explored what it is that we 
each believe. The young Marists were encouraged to 
individually reflect on what made up their belief system 
using ‘I believe….’ statements. We then gathered as a 
group and one by one, shared these with each other. It 
was a humbling experience to witness such vulnerability 
and the trust that they held in each other. 

Volunteers camp group

Less than a week later we were welcoming student leaders from 12 schools to the annual Student Leaders Gathering 
at Marist College Ashgrove. It was a fantastic weekend! This is what the students had to say about it:

“SLG taught me that God has your back, prioritise self-care this year and be the best you can be”

“The highlights for SLG for me include being able to meet fellow young leaders with likeminded, and contradicting 
views on how to improve and make impacts within our schools.“

“My highlight from SLG was being surrounded by genuine and lovely people, reflecting and meditating and making 
long-term and strong relationships.”

“At SLG I learnt that I got this. Thanks Marist.”

Student Leaders Gathering





THE 2019 MARIAN LECTURE

“AFTER THE ANGEL 
DEPARTED”

Seeking God: 
hints and glimpses of the God within

REGISTRATIONS OPEN 13 MARCH 

AN INITIATIVE OF THE MARIST ASSOCIATION OF ST MARCELLIN CHAMPAGNAT

31
MAY

MELBOURNE  TUES 21 MAY

SYDNEY  TUES 14 MAY
AUSTRALIAN CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY

THE PETER COSGROVE CENTRE, NORTH SYDNEY

AUSTRALIAN CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY
CHRIST LECTURE THEATRE

6.00PM - 7.30PM

BRISBANE  THURS 16 MAY
AUSTRALIAN CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY

THE LEADERSHIP CENTRE

Join us in an encounter with 
international speaker, biblical 

scholar, ordained minister, 
author and award-winning poet, 

Dr Bonnie Thurston, who will 
draw on the rich tradition of 

contemplation and how to be 
attentive to the God within. 
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AM, D. Phil. (Oxon), FAHA
FRANCIS J., MOLONEY SDB,

Professor Francis J. Moloney is a senior fellow 
of Catholic Theological College, University of 
Divinity and member of the Department of 
Biblical Studies lecturing in the New 
Testament. He a priest of the Salesians of Don 
Bosco and is a co-opted member of the 
Senate of Catholic Theological College. He is 
also an elected Fellow of the Australian 
Academy of the Humanities. 

Then their eyes were opened, 
and they recognised him. 

(Luke 24: 31)

10.30AM 10 JULY 10 2019 - 
1.00PM 12 JULY 2019
THE HERMITAGE, MITTAGONG

REGISTER AT:
http://msa.edu.au/
registration-for-programmes

Limited spaces available.



Australian Marist Solidarity (AMS) is the international aid and development agency of the Marist 
Brothers which funds and assists in the management of projects in all sectors of education and 
in community development in 21 countries. AMS is a small NGO with a focus on education as 
a lever for the alleviation of poverty in communities in Asia and The Pacific Islands. This is a 
new role primarily focusing on increasing AMS fundraising capabilities but will also encompass 
communication objectives. 

www.australianmaristsolidarity.org.au 

Primary focus of the role:

Development and implementation upon approval, of a fundraising plan in accord with the AMS 
Strategic Plan 2019-2021

Generating income from new sources within Australia

Maintaining and monitoring of local donor partnerships including Marist schools’ campaign.

Manage and create content for digital platforms, promotional material and publications.

Skills:

Essential skills include a minimum of 3 years’ experience in fundraising and/or communications, 
excellent communication skills and familiarity with MS Office 365 and CRM.   In addition, a 
working knowledge of social media platforms and experience in website content management 
is required.

The position would be based in the Brisbane AMS office and is 4 days full time equivalent.

A more detailed position description is available on request:  kristen.mclean@marists.org.au

Please apply by COB Friday, 15 March 2019.

AMS FUNDRAISING AND COMMUNICATIONS OFFICER

http://www.australianmaristsolidarity.net.au/
mailto:kristen.mclean%40marists.org.au?subject=


Bring your ambition to life.

CO-EDUCATIONAL DAY      |      YEAR 5 – 8 

FULL-TIME, SALARY  $121, 764 P.A PLUS SUPER

Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Catholic College, Alice Springs, caters for students from 
Transition to Year 12 with students located across three campuses: Transition to Year 4 
at Bath Street, Year 5 to Year 8 at Traeger Avenue, and Year 9 to Year 12 at Sadadeen 
Road. The  College is a systemic Catholic school responsible to the Northern Territory 
Catholic Education Office, in the tradition of the Marist Brothers, under the auspices of 
the Catholic Diocese of Darwin. It is a member of Marist Schools Australia. 

The Head of Campus is responsible for providing quality educational leadership in the 
areas of Catholic Identity, Leadership, Teaching and Learning, Pastoral Care and 
Wellbeing, Community and Culture, and Finance Facilities and Resources. 

Full details are in the position statement.

How to Apply: Interested applicants are invited to make initial enquiries with   
Bernadette Morriss on (08) 8984 1400. DOWNLOAD THE APPLICATION PACKAGE at 
www.ceont.catholic.edu.au 

Email the complete application to: Sneha.Chavan@nt.catholic.edu.au 
If you require more information regarding applying for this position you are welcome to 
contact Sneha Chavan on (08) 8984 1400.

APPLICATIONS CLOSE BY 4PM SUNDAY 24 MARCH 2019

HEAD OF CAMPUS - OUR LADY OF THE SACRED HEART, TRAEGER CAMPUS
ALICE SPRINGS, COMMENCING SEMESTER 2

INITIAL 2 YEAR CONTRACT
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