
22 February 2011
Dear Members of the Marist Family

When Henry IV famously (or perhaps infamously) declared in 1592 that “Paris vaut bien une messe” his 
reasons were blatantly political. His embrace of Catholicism was a means to an end.  It appeased those who needed 
to be appeased, so that he could move on unhindered with his real objectives.  As each of our school communities 
gathers over these weeks to celebrate the Eucharist together, we also are likely to hold the view that our place is 
“well worth a Mass”.  But our motivations will be much different from the French king’s. Let’s hope they are.

Marist schools tend to do liturgy well.  Very well. It is one of our hallmarks. We have become known for our 
expertise in the “theatre” of grand liturgical events.  Perhaps a liturgist might prefer our talking about the 
“ars celebrandi” rather than the “theatre” of liturgy, but we could probably stay with the layman’s ruder term.  
Of course, you know what they say about the difference between a liturgist and a terrorist? You can often 
negotiate with a terrorist.

Let’s not demean the richness of ritual that the centuries have bequeathed us.  We humans need to ritualise our 
meaning-making.  If you doubt that, just go along to any non-religious wedding or funeral, or indeed to any footy 
grand final.  The more something means to us, the more we seek to celebrate it with sign and symbol, with music and 
movement, with drama and dignity, with purpose and pageantry.  So it has been with the Church.  Centuries of liturgical 
development have left us wonderful means for celebrating the most significant ritual of all.

The Eucharist ritualises the most profound meaning that we know: the Gospel, the Good News of Jesus Christ.  Life is 
eternal.  Love will prevail.  And more than that: God is here.  Now. Heaven has come to earth, and earth has come to 
heaven.  The reign of God, the life of Christ – it’s in our very midst, in our hearts, and at the same time it unites and 
transcends the cosmos.  The immanence and transcendence of our God.  Grand stuff.  Worth a Mass, indeed!  Worth all 
the meaning-making we can bring to it, the best of our efforts.

As we gather to start the year, the Catholic school community brings to front and centre the reason for its 
existence.  As Marists we know that our mission is “to make Jesus Christ known and loved”. So, all those singing 
practices, those rehearsals of readers and leaders, the making of those banners and sounding of those brass 
instruments, they are all deserving of the time and the energy we invest in them at this commencement phase of the 
school year.  Not that we confuse the trappings with the substance.  The music, the 
singing, the symbols, and the ambience are not ends in themselves, but they help to open our hearts to the God who 
becomes incarnate and comes to dwell among us.

Marcellin would have approved wholeheartedly.  His own ars celebrandi was well known.  One of the early 
Brothers has left us this beautiful memory:
 During Mass, he was no longer on earth; he was totally absorbed in God.  It was as though he saw Our Lord 
	 with	his	own	eyes,	he	was	so	full	of	reverence,	confidence,	and	love.		On	Sundays	and	feast	days	he	always	
	 sang	High	Mass;	when	he	sang	the	Preface,	it	was	something	delightful	and	sublime;	anyone	who	heard	him			
 never forgot it.  
But the Founder’s Eucharistic intuitions were not restricted to what happened in the chapel.  In a quite deliberate 
Eucharistic allusion, he described the ministry of teaching as the “breaking open the spiritual bread of religion”.  And 
we know so well how a sense of practical love was his most defining characteristic.  It was this earthy love that in turn 
he brought back to the Eucharistic liturgy.  The “source and summit” of his life, Lumen	Gentium might have described it.

It is something of which we should be rightly proud, the priority that we Marists give to the preparation of 
Masses to start the year.  It tells us that it is not just another box to be ticked in the school’s calendar, or even worse, 
something to be done for form’s sake.  We have a different measure of “worth” from that of King Henry.

Nisi Dominus
Brother Michael Green  fms

NATIONAL DIRECTOR
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Notices and News

Christian	Nobleza	with	Student	Leaders	from	Trinity	Catholic	
College in Lismore

Principals’ Meetings
March 2011

Melbourne
4th March, 8.30am-4.00pm

Montagne Centre, Brunswick

Brisbane
11th March, 9.00am-2.30pm

Lavalla Centre, Rosalie

Sydney
16th March, 9.00am-2.30pm

Provincial House, Drummoyne

Each will be preceded by a dinner 
the previous evening.

Regional Directors will provide details 
closer to the event

Blessing and Opening 
of the Montagne Centre

The office for Marist Ministries in Melbourne, 
which houses both our MSA National Office 

and Melbourne Regional Office, 
will be solemnly blessed 

by Bishop Timothy Costelloe SDB 
and Officially Opened 

by Education Minister Martin Dixon MP at
4.30pm Friday 4th March.

All are welcome.

Headmaster	 of	 St	 Joseph’s	 College	 Ross	 Tarlington,	 College	
Dux	2010	Timothy	Coorey,	broadcaster	Peter	Thompson	and	

Director	of	Teaching	and	Learning,	Lee	McMaster
The	 highest	 achieving	 students	 of	 Year	 12	 2010	
returned	 to	 St	 Joseph’s	 College,	 Hunters	 Hill,	 on	

4	February	for	the	College’s	annual	Academic	
Prize	Giving	Evening.

Over the past few weeks, I have had the privilege 
of interacting with the the student leaders of some 
of our QLD and northern NSW member schools, 
including Trinity College, Beenliegh; St Teresa's 
College, Noosaville; Marist College, Emerald; Chanel 
College, Gladstone; and Trinity College, Lismore.

The purpose of these visits have largely been 
to support the students in their leadership 
roles by providing them with the space and 
opportunity to discuss and troubleshoot the 
issues they are confronted with, as well as celebrate 
successes with much laughter and mutual 
encouragement.

I see these visits as vital to the promotion and 
cultivation of a Marist identity among our senior 
students, and my hope is that it will foster important 
links for helping them remain connected to our Marist 
family in the years to come, where they profess to 
being Marist, not by enrollment, but by rather by 
personal choice. 

Christian Nobleza
PROJECT & DEVELOPMENT OFFICER 

VOCATIONS AND MARIST LIFE TEAM



Tony Clarke
NATIONAL DIRECTOR MLF

As the new school year is well underway so too 
have been the various Masses, liturgies and staff 
formation opportunities to mark its commencement.  

From St Augustine’s College in Cairns to Newman 
College in Perth, schools have gathered new staff 
together to reflect on what it means to belong to a 
Marist community, and to affirm the value of their 
contribution to Marist education in this country. Through 
staff formation opportunities schools continue to 
explore what it means to Gather Around the Same 
Table as school Masses and liturgies celebrate this theme. 

John Therry Catholic High School at Rosemeadow in 
western Sydney began celebrating its 30th year 
anniversary at an opening Mass on Thursday 10 
February.  Br Robert Speare, a member of the foundation 
staff, carried in a large blank canvas onto which the various 
elements of the crest were added, outlining the story 
of the hopes and dreams of all those striving to build 
the community throughout the 30 years of the school’s 
history.  Br Robert has returned this year to once again 
take up a teaching position at John Therry.  Following 
the Mass Ms Karen Young, the school Principal, warmly 
congratulated the 2010 High Achievers.  Stephen Biviano, 
John Therry’s highest achiever in the 2010 Higher School 
Certificate, gave a moving address to encourage students 
and to personally thank his teachers.  Carole Wark (MLF 
team) who attended the celebrations shared that ‘it was 
clear to see the warm relationships that the educators at 
John Therry so strongly forged to bring out the best in their 
students’. She added, ‘St Marcellin would have been smiling’.

Br	Robert	Speare	and	Carole	Wark	(MLF	team)	in	conversation	
with	Ms	Starnovsky	and	her	daughter,	Sarah	as	they	

congratulate	Sarah	on	her	excellent	School	Certificate	results	
in	Mathematics.		Br	Robert	and	Sarah	are	looking	forward	to	

working	together	to	achieve	more	excellent	results	in	the	
Year	11		Extension	class.

JOHN THERRY 
CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL 
begins CELEBRATING its 

30TH YEAR

The	‘In	the	Champagnat	Way	-	New	Staff	Induction’	program	
provides	an	opportunity	for	people	to	gain	an	understanding	
of	how	education	today	can	be	influenced	by	the	insights	of	
Marcellin	Champagnat.		The	most	recent	program	was	held	

in	Perth	on	Wednesday,	9th	February	2011.	Participants	
pictured	above	are	(Back	Row	Left	to	Right)	

Kelly	De	Florencas,	Russell	Roberts,	Sharon	Spadek,	
Shannon	 Cole,	 Br	 John	 McMahon,	 Br	 Terry	 Orrell,	 Jocelyn	
Hansen	(Front	Row	Left	to	Right)	Clare	Asphar,	Nicola	Garlick,	

Tania	Bailey,	Colleen	Allen	and	Darlene	Moynihan.

Some	of	the	staff	relaxing	after	the	Spiritual	Formation	Day	at	
Marist	College	Emerald.

Br	Michael	Akers	(far	right	front	row),	Br	Michael	Callinan	
(far	right	second	row)	and	Mrs	Marie	Martin,	Principal	

(far	left	front	row)



The new team moved in to the Exodus Young Adult 
Community on January 14th, participated in their initial 
training retreat the following week, and led their first 
Embarkation Camp the week after that!  To date, they 
have already participated in ten retreats, proving that 
there is never a dull moment on team.

We	warmly	welcome	Jasmine	Santamaria	(St	Patricks	
College	 Launceston),	 Kiran	 Rajasingam	 (Marcellin	 College	
Bulleen),	 Laura	 Potts	 (Sacred	 Heart	 College	 Adelaide),	 Jake	
Stewart	(St	Francis	Xavier	College	Beaconsfield	Vic)	and	
Hannah	Silberstein	 (Marist-Sion	College	Warragul)	who	will	
form	the	Remar	Ministry	Team	in	2011.

MAPS National staff have been on the road for part of the 
last two weeks engaged in a variety of tasks associated with 
their new office’s mandate. Christian Nobleza and Brother 
Chris Wills have been visiting Central Queensland schools 
to launch the MAPS 2011 Schools’ Campaign Kit.  The kit 
comprises a poster, a CDs and a website link with learning 
materials, worship resoures and MAPS project profiles in the 
Asia Pacific region.  
The website link is www.maristsolidarity.net.au Christian 
and Brother Chris spent time with school leadership teams, 
student leaders and classes at Emerald and Gladstone. They 
were very appreciative of the reception given to them and 
the commitment to assist the school campaign in these two 
school communities. 

The NSW and ACT schools launch will take place at the John 
Berne School, Lewisham on March 2 at 4pm - some will not 
be able to attend because of distance and they will receive 
materials by post.  Queensland schools have already received 
their posters at the Student leaders Gathering in January and 
they can expect a mail-out of a folder and CD very soon. The 
Melbourne Province schools will receive their kits through 
their MAPS contact person immediately after Easter. 
At the other end of the continent, Br Allen Sherry has been 
in Melbourne last week working with schools interested in 
linking to MAPS service of immersion assistance, 
meeting with two young project managers of MAPS projects in 
Manila in the Philippines and being a guest speaker at a Rotary 
International dinner.  The Mt Eliza Rotary Club invited him to 
speak on the educational needs and current situation in East 
Timor. It provided an opportunity to showcase some of the 25 
projects MAPS National has in the country and also receive 
generous funding of scholarships for two undergraduate 
students at the Marist Teachers College in Baucau, East Timor 
(ICFP). 
In the coming week Br Allen will conduct a monitoring 
visit of these projects in East Timor and attend the ICFP 
graduation while Br Chris will be visiting Samoa to explore 
immersion possibilities there for several Marist school groups.

Remar is blessed to have five young 
people who responded to Jesus’ call to 
service by spending a year on the Remar 
Ministry Team. The true ‘power’ of the 
Remar program comes through their 
witness and modeling of the 
Gospel values for other young people.

REMAR WELCOMES 
ASSUMPTION 

COLLEGE KILMORE
Assumption College held their first Remar camp in over 
ten years with an enthusiastic and motivated group 
of Year 9 students in December last year.  The group 
recently held their first meeting for the year, and it is 
clear that they are destined to achieve great things!  
Vicki Devine will ably lead the Red Caravel and we are 
most grateful for her energy and commitment to the 
program.

REMAR MINISTRY TEAM 2011

(Left	to	Right)	Christian	Nobleza	with	student	leaders	from	
Chanel	College	in	Gladstone	and	Marist	College,	Emerald


