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From Brother Michael Green
Dear Members of the Marist Family

Have you been watching Angry Boys1?   

It’s become something of a compulsory community exercise for my confreres and me at Fitzroy – our little charge of 
comédie noir for the week.  

Public opinion seems polarised on this latest offering of Chris Lilley.  There are those who judge it to be bitingly 
brilliant satire, while others dismiss it as self-indulgent and offensive garbage.  Not an unusual response to full-on 
satire.  I tend towards the former view:  I think Lilley makes some disturbing but quite insightful commentary on the social 
construction of masculinity and on how people can play out their needs at the expense of the well-being of others.  Boys 
and men are so often the victims of this.

The other day, I gave the keynote presentation for a staff day at Marist Youth Care in Sydney.  It was during Champagnat 
Week, and most of the 270 staff of our youth welfare agency had gathered to reflect on what it meant for them to be 
Marist.  As a starter for my talk I used a couple of clips from Angry Boys.  I took the character of “Gran” – the older female 
supervisor at a juvenile detention facility.  My focus questions to the staff were ‘Would you employ this woman? Would 
she be a good fit for MYC? If so, why? If not, why not?’  

I was surprised to learn that a few would have actually given Gran a job at MYC, but they conceded she would need 
a lot of training.   Most, however, were appalled at the attitude of the character – the power games she played, her 
cynicism, her duplicity, her put-downs, and the neediness in Gran that she was inappropriately trying to meet through 
her interactions with even needier adolescents.  People were not fooled by her apparent work-ethic and her ability to 
get results.  They knew that, when comes to education and care, the end does not justify the means.

The end for us Marists, our goal, is to bring ‘Christ-life’ to birth in young people.  In describing to the MYC staff what 
‘Christ-life’ might look like I drew from the well-known passage of Scripture which Marcellin also often used when he 
was explaining to his first Brothers how they were to teach – 1 Corinthians 13.  Christ-life can be recognised in young 
people when they come to be patient and kind, not jealous or pompous, not rude or self-seeking, but forgiving and 
truthful, resilient and empathetic, when they live by faith, by hope and most especially by love.   To achieve this end, 
Marcellin intuited that it was all about the kind of personal relationships that teachers were able to establish with their 
students – relationships that were genuine, open and friendly, marked by affection and confidence, by maturity and 
wisdom.  Those who are able to establish such relationships are people who themselves have had Christ-life born and 
nurtured in them, people who themselves are kind, patient, humble, generous, forgiving, truthful and resilient, people 
who are faith-filled, hoped-filled and loving.  

Such people are not easy to satirise; they don’t provide much raw material for comedians such as Chris Lilley.  They do, 
though, make wonderful Marists.  How blest we are that our schools have them in abundance.

Nisi Dominus

1 For non-Australian readers, or those without TV sets, a word of explanation:  ‘Angry Boys’ is the name of satirical television series currently 
showing in Australia, in which comedian Chris Lilley plays six dysfunctional characters. For a taste of it you might want to check out its website: 
www.abc.net.au/tv/angryboys.



Notices and News

JOB VACANCY

ST JOHN’S COLLEGE 
HAMILTON, NEW ZEALAND  

The Marist Brothers have had a long 
association with this College which is now 
advertising for a Principal.  This Year 9 
to 13 Catholic Integrated College has an 
enrolment of 700 boys. It is located beside 
the University of Waikato in Hamilton City.  

Application packages can be obtained from 
the Principal’s Secretary at 

secretary@stjohns-hamilton.school.nz  
or from the College website at 

www.stjohns-hamilton.school.nz

See you at the 
AMSA Conference 
being held at the 

Royal Pines 
beginning 3 July

Prayers Please.....
Sam Puglisi, Principal of Mt Maria, 
Petrie QLD, has now returned home to 
convalesce following his surgery for 
cancer.
Your prayers are requested for the 
mother of Marco Di Cesare, Acting 
Principal of Lavalla Catholic College, who 
is seriously ill.

Over 50 Year 12 students and accompanying staff from 
seven MSA-member schools across Queensland and 
Northern NSW gathered over two different weekends to 
participate in the annual Year 12 Marist Forums.
Br Tony Leon and Christian Nobleza from Vocations 
and Marist Life Team of the Sydney Province led the 
experiences in Toowoomba and Yeppoon. The weekends 
were designed to deepen a sense of Marist spirituality and 
mission among our students in a creative environment. By 
offering opportunities to further develop leadership abilities 
as well as be engaged through guest speakers and dynamic 
conversations, the Forum enables participants to discover 
more about themselves with other young people in similar 
situations who are asking the question, “where am I heading 
in life?”
 
What some participants said:
 
“I have gained a better understanding of myself, what I 
value, what makes me happy and what I wish to change. 
I have gained new friendships and have an increased 
awareness of the great friends I have”

“My outlook on life has changed in a way that I am more 
open to be able to see where my vocation is coming from 
and that no matter what decisions I make, they will help me 
to achieve and understand what my vocation truly is.”

“It has been great way to immerse myself in the Marist 
community - it is a special and unique family. It was great to 
spend a weekend reflecting on my ideas of God, spirituality, 
faith and social justice and the applications to my everyday 
life” 

Christian out and 
about in the 

Brisbane Region

Christian Nobleza works from our Brisbane office at the 
Lavalla Centre, and is frequently on the road connecting with 
senior students in the member schools and with post-school 
Young Marists of that Region.  Recently he has been active in 
and around Brisbane and in Lismore.



RECREATING MARIST 
LIFE - LAY MARISTS AND 

BROTHERS TOGETHER

FEAST OF ST MARCELLIN 
CHAMPAGNAT AT 

L’HERMITAGE, FRANCE
On 6 June, Marists from around the world celebrated 
the Feast of St Marcellin Champagnat at The Hermitage 
in France.  A Mass was celebrated in the Chapel with Lay 
Marists, Marist Fathers, Marist Sisters, Marist Missionary 
Sisters and Marist Brothers.  Some Aussies attending the 
celebrations were Brothers John Hilet, Greg McDonald and 
Guy Yuangi as part of their renewal program at Manziana, 
and Tony Clarke, attending a Bureau of the Laity 
meeting at The Hermitage.  Br Neville Solomon (Hermitage 
Community) prepared a wonderful liturgy. Earlier in 
the week Glenn Slater and his wife, Michelle (Marist 
College Canberra), David Buckley (Marist Solidarity 
Australia) and Michael Galovic (presenting an icon exhibition 
at the Hermitage) also enjoyed time visiting the Hermitage 
and other special Marist places.  

Lay Marists and Brothers gathered last week from around 
Australia for the 5 day Shared Formation Experience at the 
Hermitage, Mittagong.  Participants explored and 
reflected upon the XXI General Chapter’s call to live a new 
relationship between Brothers and Lay Marists, based on 
communion, searching for a greater vitality of Marist charism 
for the world.   A key area of reflection invited participants to 
discern what this new relationship looks like and how together 
we can deepen and grow this new reality in this country.

Julia Wake (Catholic College Sale) and Maddie Hellings 
(MYAM) at the “Shared Formation Experience”, 

The Hermitage, Mittagong.

Br Harry Prout (Exodus Community, Melbourne) leading a 
reflection on Marist Faith and Vocation at the Shared 

Formation Experience.
Pictured (Left to Right) Br John Hilet, Br Greg McDonald, 

Tony Clarke and Guy Yuangi.

SHARING 
CHAMPAGNAT’S VISION

Fourteen Marists gathered from 12 - 14 June at the 
Benedictine Abbey in New Norcia, north of Perth, for 
this year’s Sharing Champagnat’s Vision Program in 
Western Australia.  Participants came from Queensland, 
Victoria, South Australia and Western Australia and entered 
enthusiastically into the Program. Participating in a Marist 
program in a Benedictine Abbey helped remind participants 
that a charism, be it Marist or Benedictine, is a particular 
way into the Gospel and a relationship with Jesus.



The Remar Ministry Team 
have been blessed to work 
with many of the Red 
Caravels across the country 
during Red Caravel Day.  As 
part of the program, each 
discussion group creates its 

own motto to inspire us to “Sail away from mediocrity”.  
We hope they inspire you.

Next Issue:  26 July 2011

Australian Marist Solidarity Ltd now has a desk within 
Marist Asia Pacific Solidarity (MAPS) in Brisbane.  MAPS is 
the national office of the Marist Brothers for international 
aid, development and other solidarity roles such as school 
resources, immersions, volunteers and logistics.  MAPS 
stemmed out of the two Province offices and now is a 
national office serving all offshore Marist projects in 14 
Asia and Pacific countries and the schools of MSA across 
the country. 
After following a process of several years, it is 
anticipated that the formal recognition of Australian Marist 
Solidarity Ltd as a non-profit organization by meeting the 
requirements of AusAid and the Australian Taxation 
Office, is close to finalization. Thus the new AMS Ltd desk 
commenced operation on June 6, 2011.
The AMS board approved the desk being set up by Ben 
Lakos who has been an AYAD volunteer in Baucau, East 
Timor for a year working to transfer skills of management 
to a local Timorese initiative called Ponta Leste.  MAPS has 
partnered with Ponta Leste in 2011 to provide financial 
resources for programmes across computer skills, sports 
teams, Tetum and English language. A large group of young 
Timorse volunteers support all the programmes for over 
200 young people who are connected into a small centre 
near the Marist Teachers College in Baucau.
This is a significant moment for MAPS after years of 
waiting; a significant day as well to enhance our work with 
young people on the margins of life in the Asia Pacific 
region in the tradition of St Marcellin.

AMS Ltd desk at 
MAPS launched on 
Champagnat Day in 

Brisbane.

To be the change in the world we come together as a 
community, to share values, speak up, be heard and not to 
be served but to serve.

If justice does not come true, give us the blessing to take 
action and be the one percent to make a difference!

It’s the little steps that make the big ones count.

If in doubt, help others out!

We have to fight for their right, change poverty!

Together we unite, Together we will fight!

Taking the reigns to not only guide your destiny, but the 
destiny of others.

Open your eyes, Open your heart, Open your hand, 
Together we stand!

Inspiring spirits with determination to make a difference

Don’t stop and stare, just get in there! Don’t hold back just 
have a crack! Have persistence, make a difference! From 
little things big things grow!

Unwrap your presence and find the gift of change.

The MAPS Team
Lavalla Centre, Brisbane

Many thanks to those schools who have had their 
campaign for MAPS projects in Asia and the Pacific 
and have already forwarded funds to the office.  Your 
donations are appreciated as our active projects exceed 50 
this year and the funding of many relies on schools for our 
co-financing with other agencies and donors.   

Member Schools of 
MSA contributions 

to MAPS


