
MEDIA RELEASE 

FIJIAN PRIME MINISTER VISITS PARRAMATTA MARIST   

 

PARRAMATTA Marist High School hosted a special guest on Tuesday 18th October – the 

Honourable Prime Minister of Fiji, Rear Admiral (Ret.) J.V. Bainimarama.  

Prime Minister Bainimarama is an Old Boy of Marist Brothers High School, Suva, and was 

keen to take up an invitation from the Parramatta Marist Old Boys Union and the Principal, Br 

Patrick Howlett, to visit Parramatta Marist. The Prime Minister was in Sydney celebrating 46 

years of Fijian independence and was keen to take up the invite given his passion for innovative 

approaches to education and his desire, as expressed in Pillar 9 of his People’s Charter for 

Change, Peace and Progress, to make Fiji a knowledge-based society and economy with a 

focus on developing Fiji as an attractive info-communications hub in the Asia-Pacific region.  

The Prime Minister was very interested in hearing from Parramatta Marist students and staff 

about their experience and insights regarding the innovative approaches to education 

implemented at the school as well as the regional, national and international connections which 

they have cultivated over the last decade to ensure world’s best practice is deployed. The 

innovative pedagogies implemented at Parramatta Marist include: 

 Project based learning 

 Problem based learning 

 The Flipped Classroom 

 

These student-centred approaches to learning, which incorporate the use of technology in a 

meaningful way, as well as the new learning spaces that accommodate the students and these 

pedagogies, were of great interest to the Prime Minister as he seeks to improve the teaching 

and learning in his native country.  

Thank you to Mr Daniel Lynch (Marist Association Local Coordinator), teacher Mr Sak Vuki 

and parent, Mr James Mataitini, for conveying the invitation to the Fijian PM on behalf of the 

Parramatta Marist Old Boys Union and its President, Mr Adam Hendry.  

Thank you to Prime Minister Bainimarama for taking time out of his busy schedule to visit 

Parramatta Marist  - Bula vinaka! 

Despite being Parramatta Marist is Australia's oldest Catholic school, it was established in 

1820, it has established a national and international reputation for innovation and academic 

excellence.  

 

MEDIA CONTACT: Details Adam Hendry on 0408 244 681 or 02 9635 7066. 


